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TO be "one of the finest" is m
mean ambition. That it is on
cherished by great numbers o
young New Yorkers is well enoug]
shown by the fact that no les
than eighteen hundred men be
tween the ages of twenty-one am

thirty were on the eligible list from whicl
Commissioner Greene has just appointe*
320 new oolicemen.
To get on this list means first that a mai

must be physically fit. He must be a
least five feet seven and a half inches tall
weigh at least 135 pounds and be in gooc
condition. So little a height seems sur
prising to one who judges from the mag
nificent giants on the "Broadway squad,'
none of whom is less than about six feet ir
height, but for such positions the men ar<
selected partly on account of their stature
and the fact remains that the average po
liceman in New York is rather under thai
over five feet nine and a half inches tall.
Stature is not all that is considered

however, and the fact that the Commis
sioner had so large a list from which t<
make his appointments does not mean thai
there were only 1,800 applicants for the 321
appointments. There were several thousandsuch, and of these 1,800 succeeded ir
passing the civil service examination wit!
sufficient credit to be declared eligible, receivingmarks of from 70 to 91.8 out of e

possible hundred, after a test of their men.
tal, moral and physical fitness for appointment.
Lieutenant Colonel Kipp, of the Seventh

regiment, who has been chief clerk of the
Police Department for more years thar
the average man can by any possibility
remember, was found poring over the
voluminous papers relating to the selectionof this great number of new recruits
and was asked what the quality of the
men was.

Getting Better Men.
He was optimistic. "The department is

getting better and better men year after
year," he declared, with great positiveness,"Why this is so I do not pretend to
coir tf ma-tr T->o, that thp. vou.ne- men of the
city find it harder than it was formerly to
get desirable employment, or it may be
that they are coming to see more clearly
the advantages of "being on the police force.
Whatever it is, the new men this year are

as fine a lot as we have ever had, if not
the very finest. When I swore, them in. on

.xiutft tU.-2Lx d-ppO'intTTlviiij
I called them up in ftrt;«s, and as each lot
took the oath testifying to the truth of all
the statements in their applications 1
made them look squarely at me, and I
studied them carefully. They are a superiorlot of men, and I could pick out
some splendid specimens of manhood
among them, as fine men as you'd find anywhere.
"And why shouldn't we get good men on

jy O'» ttt) 4- U
xne luruts ; "C wunuucu w-im vwiiiWVAui

able enthusiasm. "Look at the inducementsthere are to join. In the first place
the pay is sure. It begins at $800 a year,
and it goes up steadily in five years to

$1,400. Then the man is a patrolman and a

regular officer of the force. If he beihaves
himself so much is certain. The law providesthat promotion for every man.

"Then there is a species of life insurance
combined with it. When a man reaches
the age of fifty-five, if he has served twenty-fiveyears, he may retire on half pay.
That is one-half the salary he is getting in
whatever rank he has1 reached. That
money cannot be touched by judgment or
taken away from him in any way. It is
sure.

"So much for the man who never gets
any higher than the patrolman's rank. It
is certainly no mean prospect. But there
is always an excellent chance for promotion.Any gallant deed he may perform is
likely to bring him (1) commendation, (2)
honorable mention or (3) honorable mentionwith the medal of the department.
And out of the men who receive these
each year one gets the Rhinelander medal,
one gets the Isaac Bell medal and one gets
the Peter F. Meyer medal the following
year, and all these things count, accordingto law, for so many points in the
rating he sets in his «

iurjJiumotion.And any one of them may cometo him at any moment of his life.
"Then, of course, with promotion comesthe possibility that is always in the mind

of every ambitious man, of coming to bein time the chief of the force. Only one
man gets there at one time, but each man
knows he has that one chance."
"But how does the actual policeman

differ from the ideal policeman?" he was
asked. "In other words, what keeps the
great majority back while the few advance?"
"Well," said the veteran, "the greatest

trouble we have with the force, curiously
enough, is that they get too big. In a few
years they weigh too much."
"And why is that?"
"Because of their regular habits. A

policeman has to work, eat and sleep on a

regular fixed schedule. His physical habitsare almost necessarily good. Then
he usually lives well.that is, in regard to
food.because he feels that he requires it
and he has the means to do it, so he puts
on flesh.
"Then the very worst enemy the police-'

man has is the too friendly saloon
keeper. The saloon keeper is always on
the lookout for the new patrolman. He
knows the old one, and he knows that it
may be useful to him at any time to
know the new one also. So the first
time the new man comes along to th»
corner on a bad night, cold, wet and tired,
he sees somebody looking out the side
door with a glass and about two fingers
of good whiskey in it. Now, it's human
nature to take that drink. I know I
would if I were tired and cold and wet.
But if the new man takes it he is gone.
He'll take another one the next time,
and he'll probably get to taking too
n^.ny, though as far as that goes there

| is nothing like as much drinking among
I the men as there used to be. The force

has improved greatly in that respectk -without the slightest possibility of a
doubt.
"But that isn't the greatest peril to the

new man. His danger is that he will feel
friendly toward the man who is kind to
him. He wouldn't be human if he didn't.
And by and by there will come a time
when there will be a strong temptation to
show his friendliness at the expense of his
sworn obligations as an officer of the
law."
"That isn't exactly an answer, after all,

to the question why a majority of the men
remain in the ranks," It was suggested,
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"unless you mean that a majority get fa
or take free drinks."
"No," said Lieutenant Colonel Kipp, "

, don't mean that exactly. Probably a lac
! of ambition keeps them back. It is so i
r every calling. If a man is fined five day!
s pay in half a year of- ten days' in a yea

it bars his promotion. That's anothe
thing. But I'd rather you'd talk to In
spector Brooks. He knows more abou
the men from the executive point than
do."

Thirty
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THIRTY sturdy men have latelj

accomplished in Pittsburg th«
Bobdingnagian feat of moving a

weight of four million nine hundredand ninety-two thousand
pounds a distance of twenty-twc
feet. More than that, they have

picked up what might be compared to a
gigantic basket of eggs, taken the bottom
out of the basket and set the eggs down
without so much as jarring a single shell.
To be more exact, they have lifted the
massive Grand Opera House building off
its foundation, shoved it forward twentytwofeet and planted it on a new base.
It required less than thirty-six hours to

accomplish the job and it was all done so

nicely that you couldn't see the structure
moving. In this colossal building were the
largest theatre in Pittsburg, the largest
billiard and pool room in the United States,
a bowling alley, a barber shop and variousother establishments, yet the whole
massive fabric has been transplanted
without accident, without jar and withouteven the slightest injury to any part
of it.

It is the biggest contract of the descripflAnAVAr fiVDrtll+orl + ~ J
iii xinouuis, anu perhapsthe most important undertaking of its

kind in the history of moving. The Chicagocontractor who superintended the
work, viewing it in the light of eighteen
years' experience, expresses the opinion
that it is the second greatest job ever accomplishedin the house moving line.
He places ahead of it the movement of

a Baptist church in the Windy City in
1895. This building occupied a ground space
of 161 by 93 feet, and carried a stone tower
225 feet high. The Grand Opera House
Pittsburg, sits on 128 by 80 feet and reaches
an altitude around its four sides of ninety
feet. While larger buildings have been
moved, the weight of the theatre and the
character of the work give it its important
place among house moving projects.
Its massive walls and great beams weigh

approximately between ten and twelve
tons per running foot, which is an aggregateweight of 2,496 tons. To move such
an enormous shell of brick and mortar
was no child's play, for it should be rei
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it The Inspector talked willingly, but his

views were not those of the Chief Clerk.
I "The force is not what it was in years
k past," he said, recalling his own thirty"

seven years of service. "What I mean by
r that is that we do not get men of the

,r same quality that we used to get as re

i- cruits. And I consider the civil services
it laws responsible for that. You are more
I likely to get a good policeman by appointinga truck driver than you are if you
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membered that the Grand Opera House
was built three decades ago; but, having
had her stiffened sinews limbered and her
youth renewed, she moved forward' with)
the smoothness and steadiness of a becalmedyacht on an inland sea.

Why t Was Moved.
The moving of the Grand Opera House

was necessitated by a street improvement,
the widening of Diamond street. The thdatreactually fronts on this thorou hfare,
but that fact is not generally known to the
average Pittsburger, for the entrance to
the house is from Fifth avenue. The City
Fathers years ago determined to widen
Diamond street in order that Pittsburg's
business streets might be relieved in part
of their congestion.
Property owners, however, fought the

improvement tooth and nail and ca ried
the city through all the courts of the State
and even into the United States Judiciary,
for they realized that it was to be a costly
improvement. Ultimately the municipality
triumphed, and in last April the tenants
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pick a college graduate. But the true
driver can't pase the examination, whil
the graduate can. There is no doubt tha
the civil service has put a stop to pre
motions' by political pull, but it keep
many good men off the force who woul
otherwise be on,' and it bars promotion t
a good many who would otherwise ris<
The trouble with the civil service is tha
it deprives the appointing power of dis
cretion in the selection of men, and
believe that is all^important.

Great Theat
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were notified to get out, so that the cut
might be made.
The Grand Opera House was given time

to finish its season, but agreed to ..ave
the building moved before the beginning
of the fall season. Twenty feet was cut off
the buildings on one side of the street.
Fortunately for the Grand, it is so situatedthat the cut could not injure the
structure. Between this theatre and its
sister playhouse, the Avenue Theatre, was
a. vacant space of twenty feet, so that a'l
that was necessary was to move the Grand
forward until it came cheek by jowl with
the Avenue. This is what has been done.
The men employed in the moving project

were four weeks in preparing for it, thirty
hours in actually moving it forward and
remained two weeks to put on the finishing
touches.
No work done in the open in Pittsburg

in recent years has attracted so much attentionor elicited so much coniment.
There is always a crowd on Diamond
street in the vicinity of the theatre
watching the work, and at noon, when the
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k "As to why men are kept back, or keep a
e themselves back, there are, of course, n
Lt other reasons. The chief one is that they c
>- lack ambition. If a new man studies the
is business and fits himself for it he can 1
d earn promotion if he is qualified. But too ^
;o many of them do not study it, and so they ^
3. are not ready for the emergencies when s
it they come. To take a single instance, I £
3- worked eighty hours once without closing a
I my eyes because I happened to be the -p

only man who knew exactly how to do t:
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law offices and counting rooms empty
their army of toilers, the thoroughfare is ai
almost imDassable with, the curious. The ar
native tendency to investigate is strong,
and men and women are seen climbing ce
over girders and steel beams, the better ar
to observe the work, the methods em-

Qr
Ployed in lifting the building from its old
foundations, moving it backward and
planting it on its new resting place. Many fr
are amazed at the thickness ana strengtn
of the massive walls which form the main m

structure and, remembering that the build- tl]

ing was erected three decades ago, when ne

"veneering" and the many other modern
methods of money saving were unknown, di<
shake their heads and with an expression he
about the artificiality of. the present and Isi
the stability of the past pass on. he

kiUsed Nine Hundred Jacks. <
The process of moving this great struct- loj

ure was the same as is employed in un- ta
dertakings of minor importance but of the yg
same character. The contractor employed hu
nine hundred jacks, and by this multitude th
of devices screwed up the building, thread es
by thread, until it was raised to the re- <

quired height. Then supports and rollers wl
were placed beneath the structure, ready th
for the movement backward. wi

TfThen jackscrews were planted horizontallyagainst the sidewalk and screwed up
slowly, thus pushing the building»along on gj(the six hundred steel rollers. The thirty [iv
men were at their posts of duty in various
parts of the building. A single whistle gRblew, and each man gave the screw over ^which he presided a single twist. It was iniscarcely possible to detect a movement, (
but by these means alone the mass of jS(
brick and mortar was pushed along. wf
No power other than that of human

strength was utilized. The men merely ch
operated the jacks, and they in turn set m(
the steel spheres rolling. The rise in the yebuilding was only half an inch. Pi
When the theatre st,ood over its new th.

foundation the stone masons and brick- ye
layers began their work. The building was an
not allowed to rest on the foundation, but As
over it, and the stone work was built up un
to join the brick wor^. This prevented thi
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certain thing that had to be done. Other
len have done the same sort of work, of
ourse, and they are the men who rise.
"The policeman's career is like any other,
'he man who knows his duty and does it
rill succeed. The one who lacks ambition,
^ho is looking for a 'detail' or trying to
hirk thP hflrrl nrnrlr will novor oViao/1

iut it is a life that has many advantages
nd offers many inducements to a man
;ho will keep straight, even if he lacks
he ambition that will lead to promotion."

Feet.
ny possibility of jarring or of getting the
tructure out of plumb. Slowly the steel
earns were removed and the opening in
he walls, where they had been inserted
o distribute the weight, was rapidly
ricked up. r.

It is surprising th£ amount of material
sed in a job of this kind. In addition
o the 900 jack screw and the 600 two and a
uarter inch steel rollers, one hundred tons
f steel beams, 15x42, were used.
ost a. Quarter Million
It is estimated that the cost of~the mov-

is ui una uuiiumg anu trie improvements
fhich Manager Harry Davis contemlateswill involve an expenditure of close
0 a quarter of a million of dollars. Much
f this expense, however, will be borne by
he city in the nature of benefits for the
amage tos the property by reason of taklgtwenty feet off the frontage.
The building, however, stands to-day
tronger and firmer than ever before, for
1 its great trunk great steel ribs have
een inserted, the foundation is entirely
ew and the whole edifice has had the
dvantage of a complete overhauling and
n expert inspection.
Mr. Davis is re-embellishing the interior
without stint, and he has taken this ocisionalso to improve the Avenue Thetre,which he owns and manages jointly
'ith the Grand. The Avenue's capacity
as been increased about six hundred,
he decorations are to be highly artistic,
) that Pittsburg, to all intents and purjses,will have two new playhouses when
le Grand and Avenue throw open their
lore tn rpnoivp t hp» nn Sonfamhor

next.

IsDH0 Cong.
T is generally supposed that the men and
women of this age live longer than those
of ancient times, but certain classical
3cholars of Europe are of a different opinnand they point to a census which was
.ken during the reign of the Emperor
espasian as proof that they have good
ound for disagreeing with scientists on
lis point.
When this census was taken several permswere living who were more than one
jndred years old, among them being two
Parma, each one hundred and twenty

?ars; one in Brixellum, one hundred and
,*enty-five; one in Placentia, one hundred
id thirty; a woman in Faventia, one hunedand thirty-five; L. Terentius, in Bognie,one hundred and forty; M. Aponiua
id Tertulla, the former being one hundred
id forty and the latter one hundred and
irty-seven, and at Velejacium, near PlaTitia«ai"V nprsnnc woro nno *»/-»/-!

id ten, four one hundred and twenty and
le who was one hundred and forty.
Moreover, several historical personages
fed to a great age. Cato Censorius
ansacted business until he was nearly
nety and retained to the end all his old
ne vigor. Terentius Varro lived to be
arly one hundred, and he continued to
rite up to the day of his death. Plato
ed in his eighty-third year, and his last
iur was devoted to intellectual work,
crates was ninety-four years old when
wrote his famous work "Panathenai1S."

I'hrysippus began to write his work on

jic in his eightieth year. Cleanthes
ught his pupils up to his ninety-ninth
ar. Sophocles lived to be nearly one
ndred, and during his last days he wrote
e "Oedipus Coloneus," one of the greatttragedies ever written.
auintus Fabius was appointed augur
hen he was past middle age, and he held
e office for sixty-two years. Livia, the
fe of Rutilius, lived to be ninety-seven;
srentia, Cicero's wife, one hundred and
ree, and Clodia, the wife of Aufidius,
e hundred and fifteen. Hiero, King of
sily, lived to be ninety, and Masinissa
ed to be still older and ruled for sixty
ars. Cicero, in his work on old age,
ys of the latter that nothing could incehim to cover his head, no matter how
element the weather was.
iorgias, of Leontium, the teacher of
>crates and other distinguished men,
is in excellent health at the age of one
ndred and seven years. Xenophilus, of
lalcie, the Pythagorean, lived to be alDstas old as Gorgias, and his later
ars are described as being most happy. 1

nally, ancient records show that Arganoniusbegan to rule when he was forty
ars old and held power for eighty years, Id in the third book of his "History" " I
iinius Pollio tells us that he did not die
til he was past his one hundred and 1
rtieth year. J
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